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July the whole party reached the summit of Gelyasin, 4170 m, by the South
east arc~te without any difficulty.

The expedition then left the Cilo Dag and crossed the Rundbare Sin to the
Sat Dag, camping beside the Sat lakes on 30 July. Bretton, being unwell with
a severe attack of dysentery and a high temperature, was taken down to
Yiiksekova, the nearest town, by Dr Dombre and Grosclaude.

The rest of the party, accompanied by Saleh, a strong and fast-moving Kurd,
went to the yahla of Gavaruk, climbing Garashu, 3250 m, on the way. The
final climb was <;ia e Hendevade, 3810 m, the highest peak of the Sat Dag and
known to the local inhabitants as Sim. The party of three left camp soon after
dawn on 3 August. Greloz was not very well and had to give up. Dittert and
Tissieres found the snow in good condition and advanced rapidly, but took an
hour to cross the bergschrund. Finally they reached the North ridge, and on
reaching the antecime found they were separated from the highest point by a
deep breche, but the descent to this was made en rappel and the summit reached.
(See also Les Alpes no 4 I968 for further details, and Alpine Climbing I969 for
short survey of area.) . Rene Dittert

Iran

Elburz on ski: Eagle Ski Club party, April IC)69 Belinda Coryton,
T. Hartley, D. Lockhart, Rosemary Sanderson, Georgina Travers, P. Varwell.
Our main objectives were: (1) to climb Tuchal, 3950 m, and traverse this part
of the range on ski as far as we could northwards towards the Caspian; (2)
to climb Demavend, 5670 m, taking our skis as high as possible; and (3) to
explore the ski-mountaineering possibilities of the area around Alam Kuh,
4840 m, and Takht-i-Suleiman, 4650 m. As nearly always in the mountains,
we did not achieve all our objectives, but we had an exciting and worth-while
trip of three weeks.

We left Teheran on 21 April for the Schirpola hut, 2650 m; and climbed
Tuchal the following day using crampons at first but skins and Harscheisen
for the last hour. From the top, reached at 1O.15am, we had a splendid view of
Demavend, fifty miles to the east. Ski-ing down, we had our first taste of the
superb spring snow which was to prove such a feature of our ski-ing in the
Elburz. On 23 April we again climbed to the Tuchal ridge and returned by ski.
The following day we took all our gear and crossed the ridge west of Tuchal
with the aim of traversing the range northwards to the village of Shahrestanak.
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After careful study ofour doubtful maps we crossed the right col and skied down
the wide, open valley, which gave good ski-ing at the top on slopes sometimes
too steep for comfort. On 25 April, however, we decided not to go beyond the
village of Doab on account of shortage of snow, which petered out at about
2500 m or so.

Two days later we had reached the hut at 4200 m on Demavend, using skis for
the last part of the ascent. We had intended to take the normal rest day but in
view of the good weather decided to go for the summit straight away, though,
regretfully, without skis, on account of their weight and the altitude. Climbing
alternately by snow-gullies (crampons) and rock ribs we eventually reached the
summit after about nine hours, at 3.I5pm. It would certainly have been a fine
run back to the hut, but we recognised, nevertheless, that our decision to leave
skis behind had, in the circumstances, been the right one. The next morning,
however, we found excellent spring snow for the long run down which con
tinued to 2800 m.

After travelling by jeep from Teheran, on 1 May we reached Rudbarak, where
we were welcomed by the local guide, Safar, his son and a porter for the attempt
on Takht-i-Suleiman, though it soon be:::ame clear ski mountaineers were
something of a rarity there. Unfortunately, we did not get to the Alam Kuh
hut that night, but instead had an uncomfortable bivouac. Most of the next day
was spent clearing the hut of snow which had blown in, but the following day,
despite snow and wind, we started climbing on skins to the plateau between
Alum Kuh and Takht-i-Suleiman, but skied back on good snow from about
3900 m. Alam Kuh looked a tough proposition, but Takht-i-Suleiman could
have been attempted by the normal summer route had the weather not broken
further. The ski-ing down to the valley on 5 May was the most difficult of the
whole tour, crust and heavy sog with some wet snow avalanche risk.

I should like to thank Professor Rofferti and the Iranian Mountaineering
Federation in particular for their whole-hearted help and co-operation. For
details of the area see, e.g., A.J. 6I 63 and 391 ; and 6] 208 (map). Present visit
is reported more fully in British Ski Y. B. I969 232. Terry Hartley

Polish expedition 1969: Alam Kub, North face The Poznan section of the
Polish Mountaineering Club organised an expedition during which A. Dobek,
W. Waligora and W. Wroz made the first ascent of the Central Pillar of the
North face of Alam Kuh, 4840 m, on 24-7 July 1969. Three bivouacs; VI,
A2-3; rock very fragile. (See A.J. 6I 64 for an illustration.)
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